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throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen” 
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GOD’S GOSPEL
the message of the Bible has been growing us…

God’s gospel that we believe and proclaim is that  

Jesus is Christ our Lord. 

This means that Jesus (the historical crucified Galilean) is Christ (the promised 

saviour king) our Lord (the divine and risen ruler of all). He came as our King, died 

for our sins, rose to rule and will return in glory to judge the living and the dead, to 

welcome his people into the new creation of his heavenly kingdom and condemn the 

unrighteous to hell. This gospel of God’s grace in Christ brings us his righteousness 

and life and peace and hope to all who trust in him. This is the magnificent SWAP 

proclaimed in all of scripture—that Christ took our place on the cross to be punished 

for our sins so that we can take his place in the kingdom of heaven as sons and heirs 

of God. This gospel calls us to our distinctive “Reformed Evangelical” convictions 

derived from the Bible (summarised in our Statement of Faith) including for example:

Jesus Christ is gloriously unique for being fully God and fully human he is the way, 

the truth and the life and no-one comes to the Father except through him—so we 

can’t participate in multi-faith activities but we do worship Christ with joyful and 

reverent obedience in all of life;

All people are sinners who deserve eternal judgement for the sinful corruption 

of our whole being in rebellious and unbelieving idolatry and disobedience and 

therefore greatly in need of our Saviour—we are not “liberal” in presuming to be 
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included without change but “evangelical” in rejoicing to be saved through faith in 

Christ expressed in repenting from sin;

On the cross Jesus died to suffer all the punishment we deserve for our sin and 

completed a perfectly righteous life on our behalf—we are not “Roman Catholic” 

relying upon God giving us grace through church sacraments to deserve heaven but 

“reformed” believers who rejoice in being saved by grace alone through faith alone 

in Christ alone according to Scripture alone;

Christ has risen to rule and has poured out his Holy Spirit upon his people to give 

us a personal knowledge of Christ, new life in Christ, growing holiness in Christ 

and gifts for serving the people of Christ—we are not “Charismatic” in expecting to 

experience the miracles of Jesus or messages from God outside the Bible but we 

are “born again” by the Spirit and rejoice in the many gifts of the Spirit that enable 

us to serve one another in love and especially the prophetic gifts of edifying each 

other with God’s Word;

The Bible is God’s words written—and therefore without error in all it proclaims and 

with his personal authority over us and our church—so despite the intense pressures 

of our culture we accept the Bible’s teaching that only godly senior men should lead 

God’s family and we don’t allow sexual activity outside of marriage but we do delight 

in the life-giving power of God’s Spirit speaking through his Word to regenerate and 

transform and lead us;

»  GOD’S GOSPEL  
HAS BEEN GROWING GOD’S CHURCH...
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GOD’S CHURCH
in Raynes Park is Christ’s body, building and bride

Dundonald Church is an expression of God’s glorious heavenly 

church, gathered under Christ to be governed by his Word. 

We’re stunningly ordinary sinners, but in Christ we are the precious adopted children 

of God. We are the body of Christ united under his headship, the building of Christ 

indwelt by his Spirit, the bride of Christ surrendered to his leadership and longing 

for closer union with him in heaven. From many different backgrounds, we’ve been 

called out of sin into the congregations now meeting in The Factory in Raynes Park. 

The story of Dundonald is a story of God’s grace. It begins in Dundonald School 

in 1990, where 35 adults and some children from Emmanuel Ridgway, Wimbledon 

gathered for the first time to start or “plant” a new church. Growth was slow at first. 

But through faithful Bible-teaching God grew a church marked by sacrificial love and 

bold evangelism (who can forget the after-school clubs at Dundonald and annual 

multi-media missions in the Polka Theatre) which gathered pace with a sustained 

spiritual and numerical growth that is remarkable in Britain today. Some were 

born again, some were lapsed local Christians who restarted coming to church, 

some moved into the area to be part of what God was doing and some arrived 

from overseas looking for good Bible-teaching. Dundonald church became four 

congregations, one morning family congregation in the school and another in the 

David Lloyd Sports centre, an evening congregation in St. Andrews’ parish church 

and an Afrikaans speaking church in Hillside Chapel. 
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God has since 2001 enabled us to plant nine churches locally (in Kingston, Balham, 

Earlsfield, Clapham and North Kingston (now closed), Worcester Park, Putney, 

Walton and Sutton). Since 2005, God has established Dundonald at the heart of the  

Co-Mission church-planting network (now 16 Sunday churches, 2 lunch-time 

ministries to workers in Mayfair and Westminster, 2 missions in Victoria and Brixton 

and the 14 pioneer plants of the Antioch Plan). In 2008 God enabled us to buy, 

refurbish and combine our four congregations in the print factory which quickly 

boosted our numbers and has proved a great multi-purpose venue (although we 

knew it would need redevelopment). We thank God for being used to start other 

ministries such as the London Men’s and Women’s Conventions, the Passion for 

Life national missions, the 9:38 ministry recruitment scheme, the Administrators 

Conference, the Massive children’s workers conference and the Planting for Christ 

church-planting conference.

Throughout this period, God kindly grew our gospel ministry trainee “Apprenticeship 

Scheme”, through whom so much gospel work has been done. We’ve been blessed 

in the training of over 50 Apprentices, most of whom are now serving God in paid 

gospel ministry across Co-Mission, the U.K. and abroad (several in South Africa). 

God has grown us to become an increasingly multi-cultural church of more than 

five hundred adults and two hundred children with valuable traction in our local 

community of Raynes Park, with some members commuting from across South West 

London to be with us. God has united us in our Biblical convictions and we’re very 

involved in co-operating with other Biblical churches across London and beyond 

such as the Gospel Partnerships. Despite being in impaired communion with our 

Diocesan Bishop for his refusal to uphold Biblical teaching, we remain an Anglican 

Evangelical church that is a member of the Anglican Mission in England, with warm 

links to the Fellowship of Independent Evangelical Churches. We’re conscious of 

increasingly being asked to offer leadership and training in gospel ministry for God’s 

people from London and beyond. Dundonald church belongs to God: we’re bought 

with the blood of his Son and governed by the voice of his Spirit in his Word and 

everything we do is intended for the glory of his reputation.

»  THIS CHURCH 
IS CALLED TO GOD’S MISSION...
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GOD’S MISSION
of making disciples of all nations in  
South West London

The mission of our Church has always been to obey the “great 

commission” of our Lord Jesus Christ to make disciples of all 

nations for Christ by evangelising and edifying people with 

the Bible to the glory of God. 

So Dundonald Church has always been supremely concerned to see sinners saved 

from the horrors of hell for the happiness of heaven and discipled in the joys of 

following Jesus, through the teaching of the gospel of the Scriptures. The priority of 

evangelism has been evident in encouraging daily friendship evangelism through 

the witness of a godly lifestyle at work, at home and at play, in weekly preaching that 

calls believers and unbelievers alike to faith in Christ, in termly beginners courses 

like Christianity Explored or Faith in the iWorld? and in annual missions marked by 

packed events with local people hearing the gospel. This motivation is perhaps 

especially obvious in the outreach of this church to large numbers of small children 

and their families from our local community e.g. in a heaving “Kids in the Warehouse” 

children’s programme and Pathfinder and CYFA ministries to young people, in 

“Heroes Academy” holiday clubs, “Men Behaving Dadly” and “Families Behaving 

Madly” ministries, the growing “Dangerous Club” outreach to children and the large 
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“Bunnies” and “Junior Jiver” Mums and Toddlers ministries. We try to ensure that 

everything we do for ourselves has outsiders in mind—to be a constantly welcoming 

and evangelistic church that is making disciples of all nations for Jesus.

Moreover, our “Knowing God”, “Growth Group” and “Prepared to Serve” small groups 

programmes as well as various Marriage, Parenting and Biblical Counselling courses 

are all dedicated to helping people not just become Christians, but also to grow in 

their faith to become mature servants of Christ and his people. We believe that our 

Bible-teachers are given to equip all God’s people in their ministries that will grow 

our church into Christ-likeness. And we delight in becoming increasingly diverse, not 

only racially with large numbers of us from South Africa, South Korea, Eastern Europe 

and many other nations, but also socially in coming from a wide range of socio-

economic backgrounds. This diversity is increasing with our International outreach 

and our Senior Citizens ministries. The testimony of a couple from eastern Europe 

saved recently at this church is, by God’s grace, typical of many…

”I came to Dundonald after the prodding of my wife over several weeks and it was 

everything I did not expect it to be—the talks challenged me and the way I lived my 

life and I found myself wanting to come back and learn more. I then went to Beer & 

Bibles with a few other guys, about a year ago and it was on one of those evenings, 

reading the Parable of the Lost Son, that I realised God’s grace for me personally, 

his amazing love for me not because of what I had done or how I had lived my life 

but rather in spite of it. That was the evening when I became a Christian and I put 

my trust in Jesus”. His wife said, “I will never forget the moment when it hit home that 

God, almighty creator and judge loves me so much that he wants to spend eternity 

with me. I deserve his judgement but he has given me mercy”. This testimony reflects 

what our church is all about—our mission is to make disciples of all nations for Jesus.

»  GOD’S MISSION  

REVEALS OUR CHALLENGE...



9

OUR CHALLENGE
is to build for the future to enable gospel ministry

Those saved by Jesus will want to live for him in joyful gratitude, 

for “…Christ’s love compels us, because we’re convinced that 

one died for all, and therefore all died.

And he died for all that those who live should no longer live for themselves, but for 

him who died for them and was raised again” (2 Cor.5). We each have one life to live 

for him before we face his judgement to explain how we used the resources and 

opportunities entrusted by him to us for the advance of his kingdom in the hope of 

receiving his eternal approval. We’re being blessed at Dundonald with remarkable 

opportunities for the gospel. So, for as long as we can stay in London, we will want 

to invest ourselves in the future of gospel ministry at Dundonald by developing the 

Factory for the next twenty-five years through:

BUILDING FOR BIBLE-TEACHING

The story of Dundonald is a story of how God, through faithful bible-teaching, has 

saved and grown people from every age-group and background. God’s Spirit 

has spoken in power through God’s Word creating life and growing our church in 

number and in maturity in Christ. This church is known for believing and teaching 

the Bible in a time when many churches have abandoned it and declined. We want 

to strengthen the capacity of Dundonald Church to teach the Bible as it has over 

the last twenty-five years for the next twenty-five and beyond. For God to continue 



growing our church through faithful Bible-teaching we will need facilities sufficient 

for relational Bible-teaching of many kinds for the various departments of our church 

as we grow in diversity and numbers.

BUILDING FOR CHILDREN

We will want to invest in raising the next generation of disciples from the growing flood 

of children coming to our church. We will want to provide suitable teams of workers and 

facilities for the expanding gospel work among children and young people because…our 

church is full of young families…we know how to make disciples from families joining us…

we already have 50 teenagers and 150 children attending our church…we are surrounded 

by streets full of young families…bringing children is one of the few remaining socially 

acceptable reasons in Britain for coming to church…we are blessed with an exceptional 

team of children’s workers…and children are obviously the future of Christianity in this 

nation! Sadly, U.K. church statistics reveal a desperate decline in children and especially 

teenagers attending church, yet God has supplied us with an increasing supply of 

children, many of whom are now entering their teenage years. We need to properly 

provide for them with adequate staff and facilities for evangelising and edifying them 

with the Scriptures to become disciples who grow up to make disciples. By God’s grace, 

people who are reached with the gospel as children often become the leaders of the next 

generation and we must try to invest spiritually in these precious young people.

BUILDING FOR LONDON

We want to reach more people in Raynes Park and South West London with the saving 

news of Jesus Christ. We also want to contribute to our Co-Mission network to reach across 

London a) because London has millions of people who need Jesus; b) because London is 

our capital city that steers our nation’s government and economy and media; c) because 

London is a global city, with enormous influence in Europe and the Commonwealth and the 

world and we can access many nations with the gospel from their communities living here 

in London and from this wealthy part of the world can supply gospel resources of people 

and money and prayer to many nations; d) because London is our city – we can’t reach 

anywhere as effectively as our own neighbourhood, the city we know and understand.

Having planted several churches locally we would love to grow large enough to carry 

on planting and then resource those plants, for which we need to be a bigger church. 

Having launched the Co-Mission church-planting movement which is now gathering 

pace with 16 Sunday churches, 2 missions, 2 mid-week ministries and 14 “Antioch” 

pioneer plants we pray that we may continue to double the number of churches every 

5 years to plant 360 congregations. We will probably fail, but however far we get, by 

God’s grace, Dundonald church is at the heart of the movement, with dozens of staff and 

apprentices gathering here each week for training.
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Despite the churn of people moving on or returning to their homelands, our numbers 

are showing modest net growth, (though we are probably experiencing some 

“plateau” in our growth because churches rarely grow beyond what feels 70% “full” 

because members lack urgency in mission and visitors feel they won’t fit in). We can 

rise to the challenge of growing larger, not to boast of being bigger (for we are a 

tiny percentage of the population) but to provide resources and training facilities for 

building gospel work in London.

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE

We want our lives to count in God’s eternal plan to save people from all nations and to 

invest in the things that will please our Lord and Saviour and judge when we face him. We 

don’t want to drift aimlessly through life with short-term plans for ourselves or our church. 

We want our lives to contribute to something of lasting significance, not least in establish 

this church for the next generation of its ministry, as Evangelicals of previous generations 

have done for other churches. We cannot control or foresee the future, but we would not 

want to neglect the momentum and potential given by God to this church to become a 

more established base for gospel ministry.  One essential resource for accomplishing this 

aim is a building that is suitable for growing gospel ministry for Christ, for our church, for 

Raynes Park, for South West London, for all nations, for future generations…

Our challenge under God is to establish this gospel work for the future and one 

resource for doing that is to develop our factory building…

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE WITH THE FACTORY

Buildings can’t save or grow disciples for Jesus. Only God can do this through his 

gospel! But good buildings are a means of God’s grace in enabling such gospel 

ministry! A good building can be magnetic in gathering people and can facilitate a 

wider range and higher quality of evangelism and edification for future generations. 

The Factory is becoming crowded and dilapidated which will soon begin to alienate 

visitors (indeed, when we moved into it in 2008, we thought we’d need to redevelop 

within 5-10 years). We need to do something. We can’t do nothing for much longer. 

We want to be very careful not to become too distracted from gospel ministry, but 

this project promises the following benefits:

»  A NEW BUILDING  
WOULD HELP US REACH THE LOST...

A more attractive frontage to the building would be more inviting to local residents. 

It suggests a church ministry that is contemporary and comfortable (unlike the 

stereotypical image of a declining church); a larger auditorium would enable fewer 
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congregations providing us with economies of scale for staff and musicians and 

more time for gospel conversations between meetings and will encourage believers 

to bring friends with more confidence (before the hall feels uncomfortable at the 

notorious 70% “glass ceiling” that seems to cause churches to plateau in numerical 

growth), and for many, especially younger adults, a crowd attracts a crowd. More 

warm, clean well-equipped rooms for children’s ministry encourages unbelieving 

parents to feel confident that their children are safe and enables children’s teams to 

run activities for bigger groups; a better lobby and hospitality space with improved 

eating facilities would offer opportunity for relaxed socialising with unbelievers and 

the new building itself would create considerable local interest and probably boost 

attendance, as happened significantly when we first refurbished;

»  A NEW BUILDING  
WOULD HELP US TEACH THE KIDS...

A bigger building will provide more room for crowded classes to grow and multiply 

and could provide youth clubs with space for a sports hall as an aid to the children 

bringing friends. Surrounded by young families with more children and young 

people left unsupervised while parents are at work, the opportunities to access 

larger numbers of young people with the gospel as well as providing for our own 

youngsters tempted to drift away, are good reasons to invest in better facilities. 

We are often now over-crowded on a Sunday.

»  A NEW BUILDING  
WOULD HELP US SERVE OUR CONGREGATIONS...

Managing multiple congregations with full children’s rooms on Sundays and the 

growing clashes of usage midweek is becoming increasingly difficult; we do need 

more meeting spaces for the growing variety of mid-week teaching ministries in 

addition to our Sunday meetings;

And a redeveloped building would also help the Dundonald and Co-Mission staff 

teams to better serve the church in a more efficient and enjoyable environment;

»  A NEW BUILDING  
WOULD HELP US BETTER SERVE CO-MISSION AND OTHER MINISTRIES...

We have become the most obvious provider of gospel ministry training in our area 

for local ministers as well as for our Co-Mission network churches from across 

London; with our Apprentices and Antioch planters Workshops here every week, 

and with regular regional meetings, events and conferences held in the Factory 

midweek, a new building with improved conference facilities and more seminar 

spaces would provide a better quality of training experience;

12



»  A NEW BUILDING  
WOULD HELP ESTABLISH OUR CHURCH IN LONDON...

There is no command in Scripture to us concerning this building, but there is 

plenty about building up the work of the gospel on the foundations of the gospel. 

A better building is one way of establishing this gospel work more permanently—

especially following the occasion of our Silver Jubilee (and former members and 

friends from near and far are likely to support us with prayer, encouragement and 

finance). There is surely no better moment than the celebration of what God has 

done in the past, to invest in the next 25 years. For most importantly of all…

»  A NEW BUILDING  
WOULD BE A GOSPEL LEGACY WORTH LEAVING TO THE  
NEXT GENERATION...

We want our lives to count for the gospel, and for the years that we labour 

together here at Dundonald to have a lasting impact for Jesus. This proposal is 

one way of doing this. Conversely, if we don’t do anything now, we will burden the 

next generation with a more urgent need for sacrifices that we proved unwilling 

to make. We want to make sense of our pressured but privileged lives in London 

by establishing this faithful gospel ministry at Dundonald for the future! We want 

to be good stewards of the financial resources entrusted to us.  We should not 

build to glorify ourselves. We should not build merely for our comfort. We should 

not build beyond the resources that God provides for us. We should not build 

something that cripples future generations of our church. The challenge may 

seem impossible, but when we bought and refurbished the factory in 2007, we 

were a church of four scattered congregations totalling 340 adults, but the Lord 

enabled us to raise over £800K giving. We can pray that he will now enable us to 

go a step further to make the most of this site. A better building will not do gospel 

ministry for us. But it can enable and establish gospel ministry for the future.

After many months of prayer and consultation, and consideration of a variety 

of options, the Elders have unanimously agreed to pursue the possibility of the 

development outlined in the following pages. They have done so conscious that 

everything is subject to our Lord’s sovereign will and any development will only 

be possible by his generous grace.  Everything in these plans is dedicated to the 

proclamation of God’s Word for the salvation of many and to the glory of God alone. 

SO LET US BEGIN TO EXPLORE  
WHAT COULD BE DONE…
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SUCH BUILDING WOULD GIVE US MUCH 
MORE FOR MINISTRY
CURRENT CAPACITY:
• 1 large hall (capacity 350) i.e. needing 2 morning congregations 

• 1 seminar hall

• 1 crèche room

• 6 children/youth/office rooms

• 6 offices 

NEW CAPACITY:
•  Approximately double the existing floor area with improved, flexible spaces to 

optimise both Sunday and mid-week functions

•  Larger hall (total capacity 600) incorporating mezzanine conference space  

(capacity approx. 140)

•  Further seminar room can be created from main hall (capacity approx. 140)

• Large youth hall/further meeting  space

• Creche area

• Additional Children/youth/music rooms with mid-week uses

• Cafe space and kitchen 

• More office space with hot desking area

• More toilets and additional storage

PROFESSIONALS WOULD RUN SUCH A PROJECT

Joe Ashton and Sam McQueen (both with considerable experience of commercial 

buildings project management) have agreed to be Joint Project managers until 

building begins and the Building Contractor’s professional project management 

team takes over. They will gather the necessary teams of people combining charging 

professionals including Architects and qualified church members. The building 

project itself would be managed professionally.

THE BUILDING PERIOD

If we are able to progress in line with our current plans and initiate planning 

applications at the end of summer 2016 and start building in September 2017, we 

could hope to have a new building a year later. During the build, we hope to find 

local schools and/or churches to accommodate us on a Sunday.  Although we will 

go back to the set up/set down logistics that were once so familiar, we can pray 

that our gospel pioneering spirit will be reignited! Some staff will work from home 

and we may rent a small office space locally to give a central hub to aid teamwork 
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and communications.  Mid-week ministries would have to find alternative local 

venues.  This could be a challenging time, but good for us spiritually in having to 

trust God, work hard to run church, continue evangelising boldly and appreciate 

God’s provision of a building!

NEW BUILDING COSTS
These are based on estimates only and should be taken as a guide.

NET COST of new building £5.0m

Source Amount

Sale of Property £1.5m

Remortgage with Barclays £1.5m

Gifts from Dundonald Elders £0.2m

Gifts from Church congregations £1.1m

Total available £4.3m

OUR TARGET £0.7m

OUR TARGET:

£0.7m
Many have already made sacrificial 

gifts but we believe that a 

significant part of the outstanding 

target could be covered by the 

Church because:

• There are some people new to 

church who can start giving soon;

• There are some people coming 

to our church not yet giving 

seriously;

• We believe we can go a long way 

towards this target (if not meet it) 

if we all gave 10% of our gross 

income.

£0.7m
TARGET

£4.3m
AVAILABLE
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HAVE YOU ALREADY COMMITTED TO GIVE TO  
BUILD FOR THE FUTURE OR ARE YOU WILLING  
TO GIVE TO THIS WORK NOW?

Many people have already committed to contribute to the development of the 

building and have made financial pledges. Thank you. Others may not have been in 

a position to make a pledge or indeed may be new to Dundonald since the project 

was launched. So we would ask:

• If you have made a financial commitment and filled out a pledge form, please do 

transfer the amount committed to the first phase. The bank details are: Dundonald 

Church BFTF, Sort code: 20-78-98, Acct code: 83530663. 

• If you have already pledged but after prayerful consideration you would like to 

contribute more to the building project, please do let us know by completing a 

further giving form.

• If you were not able to make a pledge last year or are new to Dundonald and 

would like to be involved, please do prayerfully consider how you can contribute 

sacrificially to the project. Each of us faces different circumstances with different 

challenges and opportunities, so we must ask God for help as we make these 

decisions.

Please ensure that you hold to the commitments you make in this process.  

The motivation for this kind of sacrificial generosity will always be the gospel: 

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for 

your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich” 

2 Cor. 8:9
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POSSIBLE PROGRAMME FOR BUILDING 
FOR THE FUTURE
Having spent several months prayerfully discussing the many aspects of this 

potential project, the Dundonald Church Elders would like to continue exploring 

the possibility of this building development for the salvation of many to glorify God, 

according to the following programme:

WEDNESDAY 4 MAY

Central Prayer Meeting at which the plans are presented and there is a focus 

on prayer for the future developments.

MAY/JUNE 2016

Appoint designers and prepare for planning application.

SEPT/OCT 2016

Submit planning application.

BY END 2016

We hope to achieve planning approval by the end of the year.

JAN - SEPT 2017

Design and tender the building works and engage developers.

SEPTEMBER 2017

Building works to commence and the Church meets elsewhere.

SEPTEMBER 2018

We open the new building and move in with praise to God and continue the 

gospel ministry for the salvation of many to the glory of God!
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OUR WITNESS

PART 2  TRUSTING GOD FOR THE FUTURE 
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WORSHIP

INSTRUCT

TRAIN

NETWORK

EVANGELISE

SERVE

SUPPORT

…glorifying God in all we do
   J OY F U L  •  S AC R I F I C I A L  •  H O LY

… growing disciples through  

God’s word
   T R U S T I N G  •  O B E Y I N G  •  S P E A K I N G

…equipping everyone for ministry
   R E C R U I T E D  •  E Q U I P P E D  •  AC T I V E

… co-operating with others to plant 

churches in London
   P L A N T E D  •  S T R E N G T H E N E D  •  G R O W I N G

… reaching unbelievers with God’s 

gospel of grace
   C O N TAC T E D  •  C O M I N G  •  C O N V E R T E D

…helping newcomers to get involved
   C O N N E C T E D  •  B E LO N G I N G  •  J O I N I N G  I N

… partnering with God’s people  

in global mission
   P R O M OT E D  •  R E S O U R C E D  •  M U LT I P L I E D

...for God’s glory alone!
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our congregations
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our city
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our crowdSERVED
our cause

SUPPORTED
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TRAINED
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Jesus Christ is

WORSHIPPED

the 7 prayerful ministries to  
which God’s mission calls us
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